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GRAHAM, Robert H. 
Lt. Colonel 
 
 
 

he National Archives contains 26 documents for 
R. H. Graham in the files for the state of Texas, 

Nineteenth Infantry. A Lieutenant with the same 
name is found in the files for the state of Georgia, 2d 
Georgia Cavalry, but the style of the middle initial 
“H” is consistent and very different from the 
endorsement on the Treasury note. The endorsement 
contains no rank or title, and rather than the 
conventional term “issued,” the endorsement reads 
“From R H Graham  27/2/63.” These issues make the 
identification probable rather than definitive. 
However, it should be noted that other Texas officers 
have signed in a similar manner without rank or title, 
e.g., Col. Peter C. Woods and Lt. Irving L. Miller. 
The endorsement may signify the transfer of the note 
rather than an act of issuance. The signature of 
Graham is not consistent, as the illustrated examples 
show. 

Robert H. Graham, aged 32 years, travelled 
65 miles to Henderson, Texas, and enrolled with the 
19th Texas Infantry on May 6th, 1862. He was elected 
Lt. Colonel on May 13th. Muster rolls showed him 
present at Camp Nelson during September and 
October. In November and December he was 
stationed at a camp near Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where the unit later suffered many casualties from 
disease and exposure. 

Texas units are described in detail by the 
Texas website tshaonline.org, and the history of the 
19th Infantry may be found at: 
www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qkn20. 

The history of this unit is remarkable and well worth 
the effort to read it on this website. The unit was 
mismanaged, but performed well at Vicksburg. Lt. 
Col. Graham resigned on May 24th, 1863, effective 
on July 2nd, 1863, stating “...I am impelled to this 
course by reason of circumstances by which I am 
surrounded, which I deem unnecessary to mention....” 
Some of those reasons might be found in the 
description in the above-mentioned website of what 
this unit had to endure. 
 Graham was a member of the Texas State 
Legislature and had letters of recommendation from 
Governor Lubbock and many members of the 
legislature in Austin.  
  
                                                                         McNeil 
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Recommendation of Robert H. 
Graham from the Texas 
Legislature, Austin, December 
30th, 1861.    
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Lt. Col. Robert H. 
Graham’s letter of 
resignation, May 
24th, 1863, which 
was accepted July 
2nd, 1863. 
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R. H. Graham’s 
signatures from the 
National Archives.  
 
The earliest known 
example, signed on 
November 16th, 
1861, at Beeville, 
Bee County, Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed on 
December 10th, 
1861, at Bee 
County, Texas. 
 
 
Signed on May 24th, 
1863, at 
Headquarters of the 
19th Regiment 
Texas Infantry, as 
“Lt. Col. 19th Tex 
Infty.” 
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